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On Hobbes’ Psychological Aesthetics of Empiricism

PENG Li-xun
(Shenzhen Municipal Academy of Social Sciences, Shenzhen, Guangdong 518031)

Abstract: Hobbes inherited and developed Bacon’s materialistic empiricism and also, in close combination
with the tradition and achievements of psychology, plays a pioneering role in forming Britain's psychological aes-
thetics of empiricism. He analyzes the differences and linkage between the two cognitive abilities, i. e. imagination
and judgment, emphasizes that creation of poetry attaches more importance to imagination while drawing support
from judgment. At the same time, Hobbes, proceeding from human beings’ two basic carnal desires, points out the
linkage and differences between beauty and ugliness and between good and evil and makes a unique analysis of
pleasure, smiling and sympathy related to appreciation of beauty. Hobbes’ aesthetic ideas exerts a far — reaching
influence on the researches of beauty on the basis of emotion and lust.
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