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Challenges to the Public-Welfare Nature of Education

Lao Kaisheng

Abstract: Under the circumstances of market economy, education as a kind of public property can be transformed to
enter the market and operated according to the objective law of the market. After being transformed, education appears
in the market as private or quasi-private property, but it should be still considered as a marketized public-w elfare behav—
ior instead of an act for pure private interests. Although it is provided in the present law that “education shall not be
aimed at making profit”, such provision is actually not to fix the public welfare as the original nature of education, but
to entrust a kind of external nature to education. In other words, the public-welfare nature of education does not ex—
clude the existence of profit-oriented behaviors through education. The present public education system in China should
be a pluralistic undert aking for public welfare, while varieties of public schools and educational institutions should be
non—governmental and non—enterprise social organizations for offering public property. Dueto its non-monopoly nature,
education as a kind of public property can be offered to the society after being transformed into private or quasi-private
property under certain conditions. Therefore, both the public-w elfare and the profit-eriented institutions can offer pub—
lic education.
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